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 - 2019 F.B.A.O. Awards Night - 

Jr. Female Player of the Year 

 SW – Naomi Beauchesne 

o Naomi is a leader and role model on and off the ice. She showed great consistency throughout 

the year to not only better herself, but the team as well by attending and pushing herself at all 

off-ice training. She shows respect to coaches, teammates, opposing teams, and officials. She is 

a player who knows her position and plays it well, but can also accept constructive criticism. 

Overall, she has a great attitude to have on any bench.  

 CW – Quinn Wilson 

o Quinn has spent her entire junior career playing within the Palmerston Junior Organization. She 

has showed incredible acts of character on and off the ice; always putting the well-being of her 

team and organization first.  At age 10, she committed herself to helping the organization 

acquire new sets of jerseys for every team and followed it through until every team had a new 

set. Quinn has always pushed through to help her team come over adversity no matter the 

current predicament she may find herself in at the time. Quinn has played through shattered 

bones, torn meniscus and the passing of family members to come out on top for her team. 

Congratulations on her accomplishments this past season with the Palmerston Terminators as 

they had a first place finish at the national qualifier tournament, a gold medal at the juvenile 

provincials and a gold medal at juvenile Nationals a few weeks ago.  

 CW – Nataley Stephen 

o Nataley has been a part of Central West Broomball since she was 6 years old. Over the years 

she has grown into an amazing player, leader, and ambassador for the game. Along the way she 

has won numerous medals and awards for her team and region. This year Nataley was a 

member of the Palmerston Terminators where she was able to help them achieve some 

amazing goals this season, such as winning the national qualifiers, junior provincial 

championships, and a Gold medal at the Juvenile national championships in Quebec a few 

weeks ago. Additionally, she is a very positive, outgoing, coachable young lady who loves the 

game of broomball. She continuous strives to better herself and others around her. Overall, 

Nataley is a dedicated person, always showing good sportsmanship by watching and cheering 

on her friends that have become apart of her broomball family.  

 CE – Cameron Dempster 

o Cameron has been playing for about 4 years now on the Innisfil peewee team. Cameron was 

very shy when she first started playing broomball, but every season you see this young lady 

grow and develop her skills as a player. We are looking forward to watching Cameron develop 

her skills even further.  Congratulations, Cameron. 
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 E – Blaire Burnett 

o As the new captain of Thunder, Blaire has shown great improvement and leadership this year, 

helping her team to qualify for nationals this year and capturing a B-Side silver medal.  She also 

played with the elite Vipers and was a big part of the team that captured the A-side gold medal 

at the Senior & Mixed National Championships. Word has it that she made an excellent DD 

after the banquet.  Blaire led Thunder in both league and tournament points this year, all while 

being a tremendous help to the team behind the scenes. 

 E – Marie-Eve Bouchard  

o Marie-Eve has been with the Seaway Valley Devils the past three seasons.  She has participated 

at qualifiers and junior provincials all three years.  She has also attended Nationals with her 

team.  She is a team leader on and off the ice, always helping her fellow teammates.  She plays 

a key role as a defenseman who can be called upon in a variety of situations.  She was a key 

contributor to the Hillbillies Co-Ed team’s gold medal finish at Senior Provincials.   She was 

picked as their team MVP and was also named to the Second Line All Star team.  Seaway Valley 

Devils consider themselves very lucky to have her as part of their team. 

Jr. Male Player of the Year 

 CW – Ryan Koepke 

o Ryan has been involved in the Palmerston Junior Program since the 2007-2008 season. He 

starting at the young age of five and has been part of the broomball family for 11 years thus far. 

Ryan has shown tremendous versatility as a player that can play any position asked of him. 

Ryan has been a great asset to the Palmerston Junior Broomball program as he has volunteered 

much of his time by running the time clock and lending a helping hand with the younger players 

wherever he can. Over the last year, Ryan has become a key member of the Posse and looks to 

continue his career with them as he continues to wear his team colours with pride anywhere he 

goes. 

 CW – Preston Rhody 

o Preston Rhody is a member of the Mildmay Midget Boys Junior Broomball team. He's a great 

kid and plays a big part of his team. He is always willing to take advice and asks questions to 

clarify what he needs to do to help improve his game. Preston is a positive teammate and very 

coachable. Preston was a huge part of the success that the Midget Boys Junior team had this 

past year.  
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 CE – Christopher Holland 

o Chris started early on in the Innisfil peewee program, and right from the beginning always had a 

positive outlook and never gave up. Chris took one for the team and stepped up to the plate to 

be the goalie for the peewee team. This is never an easy position to play, but he never gave up, 

played with heart, being a leader from between the pipes and a true sportsman; although this 

caused his father to be a nervous wreck. Chris and his teammates won Silver in the consolation 

side at Junior Provincials this year. Congratulations, Chris.    

 

 E – Joshua Lafrance 

o As the new captain of the Warriors, Josh has shown great improvement and leadership this 

year, helping his team go from 7th place at provincials last year, to 4th place this year. He led 

his team for goals in both league and tournament play. He had the honour of being asked to 

play with the Ballbroomers in an elite showcase this year in Finch, ON. He also joined Sting on 

their journey to the gold medal at Riviere Du Loup. 

 E – Yvrik Leclerc 

o Yvrik played in the Russell and Finch minor broomball leagues.  He started playing for Sting at 

the age of 14.  He has given his time in refereeing minor level games. Yvrik plays in three 

different leagues and has participated in numerous tournaments.  He has played at the Elite 

level for Lacombe on occasion.  Yvrik is known in the game as a grinder and can shoot forehand 

or backhand from anywhere on the ice.  Yvrik, with his Sting team, captured the triple crown in 

both the 2018 and 2019 playing seasons.  Yvrik recently was selected as the Overall tournament 

MVP at the Juvenile Nationals held in RIviere de Loup. 

 SW – Jacob Gagnier 

o For the juvenile male player of the year, we have chosen Jacob Gagnier (Gunshow). The last few 

years was an honour to coach him. Watching him   Grow and developed in the game. He is easy 

to talk to and reads the game well. He is a team leader and a team friend.  

Jr. Coach of the Year 

 CE – Paul Baker 

o Paul has been coaching in the Innisfil Junior Program over the last two decades. He has helped 

coach all four of his children through the program, often helping out with numerous teams at 

the same time. Now that all his children have gone through the system, Paul has started back at 

the beginning, once again being on the Innisfil Peewee bench, winning silver in the consolation 

round at this year's junior provincials. Paul is extremely busy with work, but always seems to 

find the time to support the children during tournaments and games, forever having a cheerful 

outlook and a positive attitude. 
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 E – Ashley Melbourne 

o Ashley is a long time volunteer with the Finch Youth Broomball League.  She has coached many 

house league teams over the years. This year Ashley coached the Bantam Girls team that 

represented Eastern at the Junior Provincials.  The team went unbeaten in the tournament and 

looked very impressive doing it.  Watching the game, Ashley was as excited as any of the 

players when they clinched the gold medal.  Ashley also gives of her time on the bench for the 

Co-Ed adult team, the Hillbillies.  They won Provincial gold and National silver this past season.  

Ashley gives freely of her time and it is very much appreciated by all of the players and parents. 

 SW – Charles Hillier 

o Charles came out of retirement to take on the peewee/tyke division. As always, he gives his all 

on and off the ice. Preparing practices, meal plans for the kids, spending extra time on the ice 

to practice skills to just making the game fun. His patience and gentle demeanor are a great 

match with the younger players. After the team won bronze at juniors, it was said that they 

have never seen a happier bronze medal team. We hope you will be back next year to continue 

what you have accomplished this year. Congrats on a great season. 

 CW – Christine Fortney & Charlotte Verbeek 

o Chris and Char have been an invaluable asset to the Palmerston Junior Broomball organization 

for the last decade of their coaching careers. These two women have done amazing things with 

the teams that they have had a hand in coaching over the years. They have led the Palmerston 

Terminators to multiple championships by making the team one of the most competitive teams 

in this region keeping up with some of the top ladies teams in the area year over year. This year 

alone, they have coached the Terminators to their third straight provincial championship, along 

with their second straight qualifier tournament win to send the Terminators to Nationals as the 

Ontario 1 team, and recently, led them to win a Gold medal at the Juvenile National 

Championships in Quebec. Not only do Chris and Char coach the girls on the ice, they coach 

them in life as well: to be strong, confident and respectful young women. Every girl that they 

have coached has turned into a true “player”, through their coaching techniques, patience and 

persistence. Even though neither of these women have children, they put in the time and 

dedication needed to make this team a “family”.  If it weren’t for their leadership and 

commitment, these girls wouldn’t be where they are today, both as a team and as individuals. 

Palmerston Junior Broomball is very lucky and proud to have these individuals as a part of their 

league. 
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 CW – Rob Stephen 

o Rob Stephen coached the Kilsyth Midget girls Young Gun teams this past season. He has been a 

very big asset to this team for the last 2 years. His knowledge and skill of the game, has been 

instrumental to their success. He has coached junior broomball in Mildmay and Kilsyth, since his 

daughter started at the age of 6. With that brings with him his 25 years playing experience, as 

well as 20 years of coaching experience. Rob is all about playing the game hard, with honesty, 

teaching skills, and above all, having fun and being positive. It doesn’t matter what age or skill 

level the player is, you will always learn from him. Overall, Rob is a great coach, mentor, and 

leader on and off the ice. He is truly dedicated to his players, team and organization.  

Female Player of the Year 

 E – Amanda Smith 

o Amanda is an overall complete player.  Her ability to read the play and her never quit attitude 

has permitted Amanda to be one of the best players in the game.  Amanda helped the Rebels 

win this year’s Senior Provincials and was chosen to be on the First Line All Star team.  In 

addition, she made a significant contribution to the Rebel’s silver medal at Nationals.  Amanda 

was named to First Line All Star team at both 2018 and 2019 Nationals.  Recently, Amanda was 

recognized for her achievements by receiving the female broomball player of the year at the 

Ottawa Sports Gala this past January. 

 SW – Christa O’Neil 

o Christa plays for the Belmont Co-Ed team and has also played in the Belmont league for a few 

years. She is a very talented and dedicated player, has many strengths and leads by example. 

Her calm demeanor and leadership helped Belmont to win numerous medals at Sr. Provincials. 

Congratulations Christa on being selected for this award. 

 CW – Tiffany Lenselink 

o Tiffany is such an influential player who inspires all of her teammates on the Spades broomball 

team by leading by example with a positive attitude, promoting the value of sportsmanship and 

motivating her team mates to be the best that they can be through her contagious enthusiasm. 

Her compassion and dedication towards the sport and her team are evident, being a key player 

in helping her team become back to back champions at Provincials, which means they will be 

moving up to Elite in just 2 years of playing with each other. Tiffany showcases her talent in 

many different ways and her achievement does not go unnoticed, congratulations on an 

incredible year and fully deserving this award. 
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 CW – Kristen Jacques 

o Kristen is a team member who sets a good example for others on Threshers and exhibits the 

greatest all around attributes of leadership, character and teamwork. Her commitment and 

excellence she brings forth to the team helped the Threshers clench Silver at Provincials this 

year while also leading the tournament with the most overall points. She is an individual who is 

able to keep team spirits positive given any situation. 

 CE – Liz Wilson  

o Liz lead her team to win Regionals in the Central East Masters Ladies division with 4 goals and 3 

assists over two games. At provincials, using her blazing speed, she was once again a force, 

leading her team to a gold medal, scoring 3 game winning goals, one in overtime. Liz was also 

named team MVP and first team all-star. Congratulations, Liz. 

Male Player of the Year  

 

 SW – Cory Decaire 

o Cory is one of the original players on the Warriors. He is an all around player who leaves it all on 

the ice. His commitment to the sport has been very noticable. He is the first on the ice and the 

last one off. He is always willing to help other teams who are short players, always giving 100%. 

His skill combined with his passion for the sport makes Cory exciting to watch on the ice. 

 

 CW – Murray Kaye 

o Murray is an energetic and driven individual that puts so much energy and hard work into every 

shift with the Golden Boys. His perseverance to strive for success is evident and was proven this 

year, as he helped the Golden Boys capture the gold medal at Provincials and earning a spot on 

the 2nd All Star Line. The talent he has showcased throughout the year makes him a well 

deserving recipient of this award. Congratulations on a successful year. 

 

 CW – Brad VanBakel 

o Brad has played Senior Broomball in Seaforth for several years now, first as a Cyclone and then 

A Few Good Men. During this time Brad has grown both as a player and as a team leader. 

Consistently Brad has been among the scoring leaders of the league. He has also taken on the 

position of President of the Seaforth Senior League. Brad also puts in a great deal of time and 

energy helping run the Seaforth Tournament. Congratulations Brad on a job well done. You 

surely deserve this award. 
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 CE – Taylor Woodrow 

o Taylor, a forward on the Central East Coed team, Rough Edge, started off the year winning 

bronze in Minnesota, competing with the Ontario Coyotes in the IFBA Championship. Over the 

next few months, he continued to play rec on Sunday nights in Oshawa and Sunday mornings in 

Lefroy with the Average Joes. He led his team to a Central East Regional Championship with a 5 

point performance in February and then led the entire coed divisions at Provincials with a 6 

goal performance on way to a silver medal, scoring the overtime winner in the bronze medal 

game. Taylor was also named to the first all-star team at provincials, Congratulations, Taylor. 

 

 E – Pier-Luc Sauve & Buddy White-Brown 

o Pier-Luc and Buddy share the net with the Ottawa Nationals and have proven to be an integral 

partnership in helping the Nationals to a banner year. They split the goaltending duties in 

winning the World championships in Minneapolis, Minnesota last fall, the Sr Provincials in 

Goderich, and most recently the National Championship in Cornwall.  

o This sharing of the net, one would think could lead to issues, but from observing these two, this 

dynamic duo are nothing but supportive of each other. At the Syracuse Tournament in January 

they found themselves at opposite ends of the ice, where Buddy’s Gamblers outlasted Pier-

Luc’s As de St. Coeur de Marie squad. Even this could not separate them as noticed by a hardy 

hug at center ice. 

o Prior to joining the Ottawa Nationals, Buddy played Juvenile Broomball with the Valley 

Gamblers where he obtained 3 National Championships. Buddy is an excellent teammate and 

has shown at a very young age, that he has what it takes to be an elite goaltender. 

o Pier-Luc joined the Ottawa Nationals in the 2013-14 Broomball season. Prior to joining the 

Ottawa Nationals he played at the Intermediate broomball level with Lacombe where he won 

several Provincial Championships.  Pier-Luc is a very dedicated teammate and is always striving 

to be at his best. 
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Coach of the Year 

 CW – Archie Wilson 

o Archie has been a part of the landscape of Junior and Senior Broomball for many by coaching 

many different teams at many different age levels. Over the years, Archie has coached 

competitively and has provided structure to his players on and off the ice. No matter if a player 

is struggling on or off the ice, Archie has always been the first person to help his players in any 

situation by providing positive feedback to help build each player. Recently, Archie coached the 

Masters Men’s, Golden Boy team in winning a Gold Medal at Provincials. Additionally, he was 

able to lead the Elite Men’s, Minto Selects to a silver medal finish at Provincials which qualifies 

them for the 2020 National Championships held in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Being a good 

coach is not reflected in the number of medals or wins a team has achieved, but how they 

develop and teach players. Archie has provided great opportunities and growth in all teams and 

players he has coached over the years and we are grateful for his countless hours of dedication 

to his many teams over the years.  

 

 CW – Kelly O’Neil 

o Kelly demonstrates a lot of passion for the sport of broomball. Not only does he play with his 

own team with the Golden Boys but he also coaches the Polar Ice elite team. He is highly 

respected by all the players on the team, always maintaining a positive attitude and is very 

knowledgeable about how to be successful. He always encourages his players to bring their 

best efforts which has helped him coach Polar Ice to a Silver Medal Finish at Provincials this 

year, qualifying them for Nationals next year. 

 CE – Neil Woodrow 

o Neil has been a key member of Rough Edge since their beginning. Prior to that, Neil was a 

leader with the Silver Bullets who were a force in the mixed division through the 2000s. For any 

of us that have done it, we know that it's never easy to coach and run a team with family, but 

Neil makes it work. Neil coached his team to a Regional championship, their 4th in 5 years, and 

a silver medal at provincials, along with being named to the second all-star team. 

Congratulations, Neil. 

 

 E – Kevin Kealey & Gerry Wever 

o Gerry and Kevin co-coach the Eastern Rebels and have earned a measure of success that few 

can match. National Champions and the banner of Team Canada has separated these two from 

others, but has joined them together with the Rebels. 2017/18 National Champions, 2019 Silver 

Medallists. Provincial Champions  2017/18/19, World Bronze Medallist in 2018, and Canada Cup 

Champions in 2017. Combined they have made the Rebels a serious contender to win in every 

competition. Between them they have garnered multiple All-Star coach awards at many events 

and are always in the conversation. Humble in victory and gracious in defeat, both have worked 

to get their BTC Certifications and Kevin is now pursuing his BTE. Congrats to both. 
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 SW – Shelby Roehler 

o When the Mean Machinez Co-ed team needed a coach, Shelby was quickly recommended for 

the position. Shelby’s wheels are always turning, so she comes up with new ideas all the time 

on how to make a team or player better. She is patient, kind, respectful, encouraging, 

enthusiastic, open minded and always up for a challenge. She connects with players no matter 

what age and gets them see they are capable of so much more than they thought they were. 

She knows how to lift spirits, boost confidence, and teaches everyone to keep cool heads. She 

took players that haven’t played competitive for years and had them keeping up with the best 

in Ontario. She also took a goalie with no experience and turned her into a first line all star. She 

is the best coach that most of us have ever had and she stands out from all of the rest because 

of her willingness to work with her team instead of just having them work for her. She has a 

passion for broomball that you just don’t see in a lot of people. We’re glad to call her our friend 

and coach. 

Volunteer of the Year 

 CE – Bob Thompson 

o Bob got more involved with the Innisfil junior program this season due to the fact that both his 

sons played on the peewee team. Bob was a guiding and stable influence out on the ice during 

practice time with all the kids. Those of you who have coached peewee-aged players know the 

challenges this can bring. In addition to helping coach the peewees, Bob has since joined up and 

plays broomball himself, playing with Average Joes of the Innisfil Men’s Broomball League. 

Congratulations, Bob. 

 

 E – Dawn MacDuff 

o Dawn wears many hats and can be found on McMillans bench playing, Seaway Devils Bench, 

and helping coach with her BTC Coaching Certificate and medical background. Dawn has in the 

past year entered several schools in the Vankleek area to introduce broomball, something that 

has led to the start up of the Vankleek Hill Rockets youth program. Most recently through a 

local service club,  Dawn introduced the sport to a number of additional youth participants and 

it would appear this will lead to attendance growth next fall for the Rockets program. Always 

there to assist when required, Dawn is a valuable contributor to our sport. 
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 SW – Eleanor Doe 

o Your willingness to share both your time and your talent by volunteering with Windsor Devils 

Broomball says a lot about you as human being. Your willingness to give selflessly to help others 

speaks to both your strength and the quality of your character. When you volunteer, you are 

making a commitment to share that most precious of resources – your time – to make life 

better for those who are in need. While we know that you choose to volunteer selflessly and 

without expectation of being recognized or rewarded, today we wish to do just that. We want 

to let you know just how much your dedication is appreciated and to make sure that everyone 

with the Windsor Devils is forever grateful to you and regardless of how many hours you 

choose to give, it’s important for you to know that what you do makes a difference. 

 CW – Tammy Graf 

o Tammy has been doing scheduling for Blyth for the last 5 years. This year she organized all the 

CW teams to make the scheduling run smoothly without any problems. She also orchestrated a 

master schedule so there was no misunderstanding. She is very much appreciated, and with her 

experience, the communication was well organized. Your hard work and dedication to this sport 

over the years has been greatly appreciated. 

 CW – Veronika Klaver 

o Veronika Klaver has provided countless hours and dedication to the success of this past 

season’s Senior Provincials that were held in Goderich and Clinton in March. She helped 

organize game sheet, registration, and continued to ensure things ran smoothly. If there was 

ever a problem or a challenge brought forward, she was able to handle and solve the situation 

in a professional and calm manner. She also successfully balanced volunteering with playing in 

the provincial tournament with the Stray Cats. With her and the committee member’s help in 

organizing this tournament, things would not have been so successful.  

Official of the Year 

 E – John MacSweyn 

o Throughout this past season, John has been involved in various tournaments in the Eastern 

Region.  He has also been mentoring our junior officials and has been instrumental in 

developing our young referees.  John is a highly respected official within our sport.  He has 

refereed at both Junior and Senior Provincials and as a result was selected to participate at the 

Senior Nationals recently held in Cornwall.  His performance was exemplary and as such was 

selected to officiate the Mixed Gold Medal Game.  This has been an extremely difficult season 

for all of the referees in the East, and John has always been there to cover any shortages that 

have occurred, even on very short notice. 
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 SW – Pam Whitaker 

o Pam was a first year official, she attended the South West clinic and jumped right into adult 

league and tournaments. Pam comes from a hockey background so the transition to broomball 

was very smooth. She officiated in a number of different leagues throughout the year, and 

helped at various tournaments. Pam also attended her first Jr. Provincials. Congratulations Pam 

on a job well done. 

 CW – Terry Miller 

o Terry has put forth countless nights, at multiple arenas, serving not only as a great referee, but 

also one of the greatest comedians around. Terry always shows up to the rink with a smile on 

his face looking for the next person he could spread that smile onto. Whether it was a funny 

little joke or a sweet treat, he always found a way to make people smile! Not only is Terry great 

at making people around him happy, but he always ensures all broomball rules are followed 

accordingly. Terry has proven to be one of the great refs in Central West and is a great role 

model to the refs he influences. We are very fortunate to have had Terry ref our region and 

area for so many years. He will be greatly missed and we wish him all the best in his retirement!  

 CW – Ben Kolkman 

o Ben is a young player with the Juvenile Boys team, the Outlanders in Blyth. Ben works faithfully 

every week doing the Timekeeping duties for the Blyth Senior League. At the past Senior 

Provincials, Ben did not hesitate to step forward, again helping with the timekeeping. In fact, 

Ben volunteered to do all the games in the Goderich Arena. Fortunately for Central West we 

have young people like Ben, who are willing to give freely of their time to help out whenever 

needed.  

 CE – Denis Viens 

o Denis started refereeing back in the early 2000s in the Kitchener men's league and the 

University of Waterloo's intramural program for 5 years, refereeing close to 200 games in that 

span. He took some time away from refereeing for a few years since he regularly had teams 

entered in any tournament he attended. For the first time in over 5 years, Denis was able to 

referee at junior provincials since he did not have any teams entered. Although refereeing can 

be stressful and difficult, Denis enjoys the player interactions and the abilities to help teach 

players the game from a different point of view. 


